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October 11, 2009

“If a man has a soul, and he has, and if that
soul can be won or lost for eternity, and it
can, then the most important thing in the
world is to bring a man to Jesus Christ.”

Kensington Woods

FAMILY TREE

KENSINGTON WOODS CHURCH OF CHRIST, (601) 264-2945

GOSPEL MEETING
October 25-28, 2009

with David Looney

Meeting—| REALLY ENJOYED being with the

FIDELITY good brethren in Lumberton this past week.

They were supportive and ‘held up my
with Mike Benson hands” (Exo. 17:12) as | preached the Word. Re-
member this congregation as they share the gos-
pel in South Lamar County.

Rescue the Perishing—I was on my way to Oak Hill Junior High in Evans-
ville to pick up my daughter, Bethany, after school. It was windy and cold
outside, and | didn't want her to have to stand and wait for me in the frigid
temperatures.

As | made my way up the road, | suddenly noticed smoke coming from a
house just off to my left. Yes, it was certainly cold enough to warrant a fire in
the fireplace, but this smoke was oddly different. It was black and thick -- not
the kind of smoke that typically comes from a few logs in the fireplace. |
slowed down to study the dark plumage more closely. The smoke then
turned a dark, yellow tone and three-foot flames began to shoot from the top
of the chimney. This was no cozy residential fire in the hearth.

My instant impulse was to reach for my cell phone and call 911. Then it hit
me -- | had just placed the mobile on the battery charger back at home be-
fore leaving for school. | pulled my car into the nearest driveway, rushed to
the adjacent house and began pounding on the back door. No one an-

time an elderly gentleman met me at the door. |
briefly explained the circumstances and urged him

to call the fire department. He promised to do so.
(Continued on page 2)

swered. | ran to the next house and tried again. This )




Rescue the Perishing

by Mike Benson
(Continued from page 1)

Following our exchange, | rushed back across the road toward the burning house. Another passerby had also
spotted the flames and stood outside her car, talking on a cell phone. | overheard her say, "The house is on
fire..." When | got up to the front of the house, | peered inside through the living room window to see if | could
detect any flames. There was no evidence of a blaze that | could see, but the heavy smell of the smoke let me
know that something other than, or perhaps—in addition to, wood was burning. | frantically beat on the front
door. No response. Another passerby met me at the door. She expressed concern that those in the house might
be unconscious from the smoke and suggested | go to the back and try looking into the kitchen. The families'
two dogs met me at the gate and forced me up onto the ledge of the porch. They were relatively small animals,
but | still didn't want to get bitten, so | headed back out to the front yard. As | rounded the corner of the house,
the lady | had just met caught my attention once again. She stood a few yards from the door, her left arm
stretched toward the top of the house, and yelled, "Your house is on fire!" A young mother stood in the doorway.
Panic stricken, she dashed back inside, but then immediately returned with a young daughter in her possession.
The mother heaved the little girl into my arms and the four of us made our way out into the snow-covered drive-
way, away from the house.

Within minutes, fireman began to arrive at the scene. The mother explained that she had been in the basement
cleaning up after the holidays. She had been tossing old boxes and garbage into the fireplace and was unaware
of the chimney fire that had ignited. Evidently, she had thrown something flammable into the hearth, and then
had returned back downstairs to continue her work. She hadn't smelled the smoke or heard anyone at the door.

Our group huddled out on the driveway and talked briefly about what had transpired. We were thankful that no-
body had been injured. As | headed back to my car, one of the two " Samaritan" (Luke 10:33-37) women came
over to me. She was obviously shaken and wanted to talk. She said that when she spotted the smoke and
flames, she also pulled her car on to the side of the road and started to make her way toward the house. Just
then, a local mailman pulled in behind her, honked his horn and demanded, "Get your car out of the way lady!"
She protested, "But sir, the house is on fire!" He hollered back, "l don't care, ma'am, | have mail to deliver!"

That really struck me. In fact, the mailman's attitude bothered me more than the fire itself. He appeared to have
been more concerned with his daily rounds than with the lives and safety of his fellow citizens. | couldn't help but
wonder if he would have stopped had it been his own house that had been burning. Don't misunderstand me, |
applaud a man who is devoted to his job (Ecc. 9:10). Dedication is uncommon today. But compared to a house
fire, delivering the mail is, at the very least, a secondary measure (Luke 10:41,42), especially when emergency
authorities are still in transit to the scene.

Perhaps what troubled me the most about the letter-carrier was that his thinking served as something of an in-
dictment. Often times those of us in the church are so engrossed in our own mundane pursuits that we overlook
the "house fires" raging within our own communities. Millions need to be rescued from the flames of eternal tor-
ment, and yet we go about our daily affairs, seemingly unconcerned about their spiritual plight and the fact that
they are lost in sin and error (cf. Romans 3:23; 2 Peter 2:4-6; 3:7).

Delivering the mail was certainly important, but my guess is that most postal customers would have understood
had the mailman been late for his rounds on this particular occasion. We all like to receive our correspondence
on time, but not at the expense of precious human lives. Save lives first, then deliver the
mail. Right?

"Rescue any who need to be saved, as you would rescue someone from a fire. Then
with fear in your own hearts, have mercy on everyone who needs it ..." (Jude 23 CEV.) g
"And save others, snatching them out of the fire; and have mercy on others with trem-
bling ..." (Jude 23 McCord.) ".. He who wins souls is wise" ( Proverbs 11:30b; cf. Ro-
mans 1:14-16).




News & Notes

Remember in Prayer:

~ Pam Anderson had knee replacement surgery on
Wednesday at Wesley and is hospitalized in room #
378.

~ Mattie Brister fell and broke her hip. She is in Wesley
in the transitional care unit room # 470.

~ Dallas Sparks, Patty Smithmier's father of lllinois fell
and broke his hip. He will have surgery this week.

~ Tom Smithmier had surgery to remove a kidney stone
on Thursday at Wesley Medical Center.

~ Gail Hemphill, Mary Kay Stickroth’s friend of Maryland
has Limes Disease.

~ Betty Stuart, mom of a friend of Ruth Howell, has
been in FGH and they do not know what is wrong with
her.

~ Adam Burns of Waynesboro had a car accident and is
in critical condition at FGH.

~ Robin McCall, Duke and Liane McCall’s son is going
to Iraq.

~ Dorothy Bolinger had a polyp in her colon and will
have surgery next month.

~ Earl Bolinger has a mass on his pituitary gland and
will have test run.

Also Remember:

Pete and Ina Mae McLeod, Ken and Ginger Renfroe,
Ruth Counts, Jonell Rake, Janell Holmes, Phyllis Cha-
pin, Hannah Duke, Dottie Thomas, Mary Kay Stickroth,
Mary Stine, Betty Louish, Louise Jenkins, Lee Ann
Neel, Sandra Johnson, Sylvia Madden, Zach Little, Dr.
Glenn Smith, Steve Davis, Rachel Barczewski, Zelma
Dial, Jamie Dial, Robert Lammers, Phillip Madden,
Bobby Lammers, Scott Howell.
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Birthdays

Tawaski Carter - October 9
Mike Webb - October 9
Karley Hill - October 10
Angelia Coy - October 14
Andrew Berch - October 14

Anniversaries
Don and Jonell Rake - October 8

Pantry Items Needed: We need spaghetti noodles
& sauce, macaroni & cheese, chili, beans, and canned
fruit.

College Corner: A student supper and devotional will be held on Monday, Octo-
ber 12 at 6:30 p.m. at the student center. Focus Group 6 will be hosting.

Focus Group 1 (Smithmier / Richey)... will meet Saturday, October 10 at 3:00
p.m. at Paul B. Johnson State Park. See Mike or Lanore for details.

Focus Group 3 (Dunn / Moorer)..
ing services in the fellowship hall.

. will meet on Sunday, October 11 after morn-

Soldier's Box: There is a box in the fellowship hall for items going to Bobby
Lammers and Scott Howell who are serving in Afghanistan. Needed items are
listed on the box. Focus Group 1 (Smithmier / Richey) is sponsoring this activity
and would like to mail it to them by October 14.

Coat Drive: Focus Group 6 (Hill / Coy) is heading up a coat drive for children a
the Petal Elementary School where Jessica Burns teaches and they are asking
the entire congregation to participate. Jessica says there is a real need for any
and all sizes. Please bring the coats and put them in the designated area in the
fellowship room. If you would like to make a donation to this worthy cause or
have any questions, please see Jessica Burns or Carolyn Loyd.

Wedding Shower... Sunday, October 18 after evening services in the fellowship
hall for Jason Neel and Mardia Wicks. They are registered at Dillard’s, Belk, and
Bed, Bath, and Beyond. Everyone is invited!

Lads to Leaders Presentation...
p.m. worship.

Sunday, October 18 following an abbreviated

Ladies’ Breakfast: On Saturday, October 24 at 9:00 a.m. a ladies’ breakfast will
be held in the fellowship hall. Sister Kay Looney will be the guest speaker.

Gospel Meeting... October 25-28 with guest speaker Bro. David Looney. A
fellowship luncheon will be held on Sunday, October 25 to coincide with the Gos-
pel Meeting. Zone 2 is in charge. The Dunn’s / Jones’ will be coordinating. A-M
bring rolls and help set-up; N-Z bring tea and help clean-up.

Ladies’ Night Out... Friday, October 30 at 7:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall.
There will be a nurse practitioner discussing the subject of Breast Cancer Aware-
ness. We will have signature salads, desserts, and pink lemonade. Please sign-
up on the back table and specify what you plan to bring, and wear a touch of
pink! See Emma Pope if you have any questions.

3rd-6th Grade Devotional... October 18 at 4:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall.
Hosted by Ron and Kathy Montgomery.

7th-12th Grade Devotional...

October 18 after evening services.

Wedding Invitation

Mr. and Mrs. Chip Hill request the honor of your pres-
ence at the marriage of their daughter Kelly Kristen Hill
to Colby Bryce Heathcock on Saturday, October 24 at
4:00 p.m. at the Hattiesburg Train Depot (308 Newman
Street). Reception Immediately Following.



Week Beginning, October 11, 2009

Coordinator: Richard Jones (601-543-3150)

Please call coordinator if you are unable to serve.

Announcements: Brian Anderson

SUNDAY MORNING
Song Leader: Brian Archer

Opening Prayer: Ken Upchurch

Lord’s Supper: (Presiding) Justin Stoll
1. PW. Underwood 5. Hollis Hall

2. George Underwood 6. Paul Stafford
7. Khalil Pope

8. Russell Mullins

3. George Chapin
4. Carl Carlisle

Closing Prayer: P.W. Underwood
Attendance Cards: Reggie Neel
Communion (October): Justin Stoll
Nursery: 10/11: Liz & Jana Roth

10/18: Robby & Mary Alice Moorer
Building Cleaning: 10/12: Ricky Moorer
10/19: Noel Stafford

The Bulletin is published weekly by the

KENSINGTON WOODS CHURCH of CHRIST
415 S. 40th Ave.

Hattiesburg, MS 39402

601.264.2945

SERVICE TIMES

Sunday: Prayer 8:30 a.m. * Bible Class 9 a.m. * Worship 10 a.m. & 5 p.m. - Wednesday: Bible class 7 p.m. « Ladies Bible Class: 7 p.m.

SUNDAY EVENING
Song Leader: Brian Archer

Opening Prayer: Gene Anderson
Lord’s Supper:

1. P.W. Underwood

2. George Underwood

Closing Prayer: George Underwood
Count Contribution: Jones / Hill

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Leader: Tyler Anderson

Prayer: David Berch

ATTENDANCE & CONTRIBUTION
October 4, 2009
Goal Actual

Bible Study 200 136
Morning Worship 275 219
Evening Worship 200 135
Wednesday (10/1) 200 159

Contribution $8,000

Avg.
142
219
137
148

$7,474 $8,153



